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[Abstract] Objective Internationalization at home (IaH) has become an important way to innovate
the model and structure of higher education internationalization. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the
development history, research hotspots, research trends, and cutting-edge research of laH in medical
education, with a view to providing scientific basis and strategic guidance for the future development of
internationalization of medical education in China. Methods In this study, the Web of Science (WoS) Core
Collection was selected as the data source to collect research articles on medical education IaH between 1999
and 2024. CiteSpace software was used for bibliometric analysis of the distribution of annual publications,
researchers, academic journals, research institutions, and countries/regions. A knowledge map for the visual

analysis of international medical education laH was constructed to identify research hotspots and
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development trends. Results  This study analyzed 659 IaH-related publications in medical education. The
number of publications had increased annually since 1999 and peaked in 2022. Research in this field
spanned 90 countries/regions and 545 institutions, with the United States and Columbia University leading in
publication output. The medical education journal Academic Medicine had published laH-related articles with
the highest citation frequency. The most cited article was an instructional paper by Frenk et al. on medical
education laH published in 2010 in Lancet. The research hotspots included course construction, educational
effectiveness, and outcome metrics. Popular research disciplines included education, science, and computer
science. Conclusions There is still a gap between domestic and foreign medical education laH
construction, highlighting great potential for development. Future research can focus on educational
innovation, course construction, and effect evaluation. Computer science, interdisciplinary application,
education, and education research are the key disciplines to promote the construction of medical education laH.
[Key words] Internationalization at home; Medical education; Bibliometrics; Visual analysis
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